Introduction
According to a handbook titled "Synopsis of Reptiles of China" (1977)3 26 species and subspecies of reptiles are known from China.
Comparison of this figure to that given by Clifford H. Pope in 19352 (218 taxa) indicates a great advance of herpetofaunal investigation in China, most of which was carried out by their own people in the latter half of this century. A series of well -organized herpetofaunal researches has resulted in many published reports (and still many more seem to await publication); these include new geographical records and descriptions of new forms. Most of these herpetological reports appeared in journals such as ACTA ZOOLOGICA SINICA and ACTA ZOOTAXONOMICA SINICA.
Recently a purely herpetological journal was initiated by Chengdu Institute of Biology (Acta Herpetologica Sinica) which will be a stepping stone for the further advance of herpetology in China.
Many herptiles are valuable natural resources in China and their importance in economics (food, medicine, leather, etc.) is well documented in a recently published booklet, "Economic Herptiles".^This booklet stresses the importance of further investigation of distribution and ecology of herptiles to take necessary conservational measures including captive propagation. Snakebite is another aspect of herpetology for which a well -edited handbook is available.
This handbook, "Chinese Poisonous Snakes and Treatment of Their Bites"4 contains many interesting accounts of venomous snakes of China as well as very unique herbal medication for snakebites. These two areas of paraherpetology seem to have played an important role in the advancement of their researches on various aspects of these animals in China.
The following is a translation of one of these reports, mentioned above; it appeared in the Acta Zoologica Sinica (24(4): 379-384 + pi., 1975).
Before presenting the translation, I wish to offer a few comments:
1)
The introductory part of the text as well as "types" and "diagnosis" are directly transcribed from the original English summary with a minor addition.
2)
Terminology used for morphological description is mainly based on James A. Peters' "Dictionary of Herpetology"^except the "interoccipitals" which in this paper is used to describe a group of small scales behind the parietals and separating the posterior temporals.
Peters mentions the use of this term in saurians and in scolecophidian snakes but not in colubrid snakes such as Achalinus . The Chinese name for this scale, Jian zhen ban , however, seems to be seldom used and is not mentioned in the section on snake lepidosis in "Synopsis of Reptiles of China".
3)
Sichuan Biological Research Institute is now called "Chengdu Institute of Biology, Academia Sinica".
This must be the largest center of herpetology in China.
4) Found on plains and mountains along streams below 600 meters above sea level.
Presently only known from Hainan Island, where people consider the snake to be a close relative of Bungarus fasciatus and poisonous.
In the second edition of the book this snake is described in Chapter 3 which is written by Hu and Zhao.
However, in the first edition, the authors of each chapter are not credited.
I wish to thank Showichi Sengoku who drew rr\y attention to this fact.
7)
"Chestnut brown" used in the description of Cuora hainanensis is translated from "zong he se".
It is possible that "zong he se" is a little darker than chestnut brown.
I could not find any literature in which this color is well explained.
8)
The number of taxa of reptiles known from Hainan Island is here given as 108; however, I could count only 104 species and subspecies in the distribution Reptiles of China, Natural History of Central Asia, vol. 10:1-604.
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Jiangji liangqipaxingdongwu (Economic Herptiles). Shanghai kasuejushue bhuban sha, Shanghai (In Chinese). DIAGNOSIS: This new species differs from all of the known species of the genus Dinodon by having the composite characters:
1) dorsal scales in 19-19-15(17) rows, the vertebral row distinctly more enlarged than the adjacent scale rows; 2) more ventral s (221-234); 3) blackish brown above, crossed by 28-35 + 9-13 narrow pink bands.
DESCRIPTION: Based upon four male and six female specimens of type series. Each maxilla has 12 to 13 teeth which are divided into three groups by diastemas with the dental formula of 6(7) + 3 + 3, the first group teeth gradually enlarge, the middle group smaller and the last group the largest.
Loreal single, yery small, entering the eye in one specimen; single preocular, which is absent on the left side in one specimen; two postoculars; two anterior temporals, exceptionally united into one piece; three posterior temporals, exceptionally two; eight upper labials with 2*^3-3 formula, sometimes 3-2-2 on one side. Dorsal scales in 19-19-15(17) rows, with weak keels on three to nine middle rows. Length of the male specimen 850 + 210 mm (holotype) and that of the female 802 + 174 mm (allotype).
When alive, back is blackish brown with 28-35 + 9-13 pink cross bands on body and tail; each cross band width is equal to one to two dorsal scales, and each cross band bifurcates at D5 or D6 and reaches ventral s, but those on posterior part of the tail do not show clear bifurcation, on those cross bands are more or less scattered blackish brown flecks; on the neck is "Ai' -shaped pink marking whose anterior end reaches the parietals and posterior ends reach the rictuses; upper labials pinkish brown and the seam between them black; series of intermittent narrow black stripes from the parietal seam and the temporals to the upper labial edge. Underside of the head whitish with a few blackish brown spots; the first quarter of the underside of the body grayish white, the remaining part with blackish brown blotches, underside of the tail predominantly blackish brown.
HABIT:
Found in the hills and on the plain along streams and around rice paddies at altitudes of less than 850 m. Usually comes out at dusk or at night. The allotype was captured at 1020 hours in the hole of a large tree trunk about 1.5 m above ground. Her head was seen a few centimeters out of the hole, and she was captured when baited out by a live frog. This snake was observed to eat a green pit-viper (Zu Ye Qing = Trimeresurus stejnegeri ) which was kept in the same cage in September, 1972.
NOTE:
The Wildlife Retail Department of Haikou City has been supplying this snake for food. The snake is called "Huo Jia She" (meaning fire-armored snake) and considered to be a close relative to the banded krait ( Bungarus fasciatus ).
But it does not have any venom.
3.
Achalinus hainanus Huang, sp. nov.
( Fig. 3a, b, 16, 1964 ; from the same locality as the holotype).
DIAGNOSIS:
This new species is similar to Achalinus rufescens Boulenger, but differs from the latter in having only one anterior temporal, in the upper tertiary temporals directly contacting each other mesial ly without an interoccipital, and in having more ventral s (165-168).
DESCRIPTION: Table 2 summarizes measurements and scale counts of the two type specimens.
The seam between the internasals as long as that between the prefrontals; parietals long, which anterolateral ly enter between the supraocular and the temporals, and may or may not reach the upper-posterior edge of the eye; the eye small, the pupil almost circular; the temporals in three rows, 1+2
+3, but four posterior temporals on the right side of the holotype. The uppermost posterior temporals in great contact with the parietals, and are not separated by the interoccipital; upper labials gradually enlarge from front to back and the sixth the longest, longer than five anterior scutes combined; five lower labials with three anterior pairs in contact with the anterior chin shield, two pairs of chin shields of the same size, almost rectangular in shape; dorsal scales evenly keeled except smooth Dl scales; the anal single.
In preservative, snout tip and dorsal aspect of the head indigo gray, temporal region, the edges of the upper and lower labials brownish gray; dorsal aspects of body and tail lighter than that of the head; belly grayish white, with the base of each ventral scale darker; entire body has metallic luster.
DISCUSSION: Smith (1923) described Achalinus meridianus based on Hainan specimen.
This was the first record of an AchaliTTus from the island. Major characteristics of the species are 2+ 2 temporals, suture between the prefrontals are twice as long as that of the internasals, 147 ventral s and 77 subcaudals. Pope (1935) and Bourret (1936) synonymized Hainan Achalinus with A. rufescens . This new species is distinct from all the known specimens of AchaTinus from Hainan in the number of the anterior temporals and in the absence of interoccipitals.
These two characters of the present species distinguish it from all other species of the genus. They have two anterior temporals and interoccipital s on the posterior end of the parietals. DIAGNOSIS: This new species is similar to Cuora flavomarginata (Gray), but differs from the latter by:
1) snout more pointed, its tip projecting beyond the upper jaw; 2) the margin of the upper jaw straight, without hook; 3) hinder part of the head covered with small scales; 4) anterior three vertebral (= central) shields projecting medially in front and with a medial notch behind; 5) anal shield single, without any rudiment of median suture; and 6) a different color pattern.
DESCRIPTION:
Size of the nine type specimens are listed in Table 3 Head moderate, snout obtusely pointed, slightly projecting beyond the upper beak; top of the head smooth, occipital region with small scales; orbit as long as snout; upper beak edge smooth, not notched nor hooked, lower beak slightly shorter than the upper beak.
Limbs moderate, covered with relatively large imbricate scales, the largest scales on the back of the forelimb, upper arm and heel covered with few large scales; five claws on forelimb and four claws on the hindlimb, fingers and toes half-webbed.
Tail relatively short, long-conical in shape and covered with hard scales.
When alive, back light yellow, middle (vertebrals and adjacent part of pleurals) and edges (cervical, dorsal surface of marginals, and postcentrals) chestnut brown; light yellow area has brushed stripes or spots or chestnut brown, chestnut brown area, on the other hand, has few light yellow stripes, the midline on the vertical keel is also light yellow. Ventral surface of marginals is a mixture of chestnut brown and light yellow. Plastron chestnut brown with few irregularly scattered light yellow spots. Top of the head olive, chestnut brown spots on snout, occipital part, cheeks and upper beak, light yellow tympanic membrane, lower beak and throat grayish white.
Neck light yellow with blackish brown bands on the outer side; hindlimbs grayish brown on the back and light yellow below. Tail light yellow with blackish brown blotches.
HABIT:
Found at mountain streams, this turtle's habitat is completely different from that of Cuora flavomarginata which is mainly found along pond banks or in rice paddies. Keels on the scales on the side of the body are directed posteroventrally, no shoulder fold, hindlimb reaches shoulder when adpressed against the body, 60 to 70 scale rows around the midbody. 
